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Angling for Swordfish Off Catalina The Origin of Sports
By FRANK DOKKANCE HOPLEYBy H. G. TINSLEY

TENNIS
F COURSE this sea is full of swordfish, but

I 1 you don't calculate to land one in the next
V few weeks, do you?" said the veteran fisher-

man and boatman with whom I was negotiating for his
service! "Well," he continued, "if you have strong
arms, if you can keep your nerve and attention dead
set for half a dozen hours, with never a let-u- p; if,
added to that, you have no end of patience, and a
powerful back, and a well-line- d pocketbook, and can
stand the hardest tussle you ever had with any kind
of game, you may land a swordfish in a week or two.
But I won't warrant it."

That was early in July. At the end of the month
I hadn't landed one. I was as fagged as if I had
sawed wood a month, and my patience was exhausted.
The angling was abandoned until the next year. For
twetlty-tW- O days there was the morning baiting for
swordfish, followed by a day of steady gazing, as far
as the weary eyes could reach for evidences of the
fish we sought. Talk about persistence and nerve-wearin- g

labor! Our eyes were never resting while in

the boat. San Clemente Island, off the California
coast, is twenty-fiv- e miles around and every day we

skirted the island and went over the channel toward
Catalina.

We must have traveled 1,200 miles on the search
that season. Y hooked five fish and saw twenty in-

cluding those I hooked as they leaped out of the wa-

ter and fell back again. Four creatures we got within
. , r e 1 ft - oitlior lirr1 ami
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other ball games, the origin of tennis may be
LIKE back to the earliest times. The name of its

however, and the date of its birth, are
wrapped in obscurity. 1 y attributes the invention
of tennis to Pythus or Pk 15. Herodotus gives the
honor to the Lydians duri: ; ;!ie reign of Athys. Homer
speaks of a dance combined with ball playing, which
seems to approach somewhat to the game of hand-tenni- s.

An early French writer in chronicling certain sur-

prising events tells of a young lady named M argot
who resided in Paris, and who played at hand tennis
with the palm, and also with the back of her hand.

It is most surprising, says the author, that she should

have played with a naked hand, as generally the game
is played with a double glove.

That the racket is also of great antiquity 19 proved
by a passage from Chaucer in Troylui and Cryseyde,

where he alludes to the batting to and from ot a

tennis ball with a racket.
In his "Annals of Tennis" Mr. Julian Marshall

states
"According to tradition, in Western Europe, the

Italians first began to protect and fortify the hand
with a glove for playing tennis. This was soon fol-

lowed by the use of a double glove of stouter and stiff er

material Finding that this, in addition to the pro-

tection it gave to the palm offered also a greater power
of striking the ball, ingenious persons conceived the
brilliant idea of stretching across the glove an elastic

network of strings, such as those used in a violin, lo
these gloves, with and without knotted strings, handles
were soon added. .

"From the plain but stiff glove with a handle to it,

came the battoir. It was sometimes made of thin

wood, on the elasticity of which depended its driving
power, and was of various shapes, rounded, oval, very

narrow oval and even square. Very commonly It con-

sisted of a mere frame of wood over which parchment
was stretched. It is not surprising that the racket
should have supplanted the battoir, not only because

the catgut could be more readily procured than parch-

ment, but on account of the greater effect on the ball

which could be produced by its employment.
During the reign of Charles the Hflh, palm-pla- y,

which may be properly denominated hand-tenn- is was

very fashionable in France, being played by the nobility

for of money. So fascinated were some of

the players, that when they had lost all they had with

them they oftentimes would pledge part of their wear-

ing apparel, rather than give up the game.

lames the First was not, from all reports, a tennis
nlaver, but he always spoke favorably of the pastime,

and recommended it to his son as a kind of exercise
Charles the Second fre-quent- lvprince.much becoming a

diverted himself by playing at tennis, and had

a particular kind of dress made for the purpose.

H Clark in writing upon the subject says.
MAt the time when tennis play was taken up seri-

ously by the nobility of England new requirements

were mide in the game, and covered courts erected that

it miffht be practiced without any interruption from the

weather In the sixteenth century tennis courts were

ommon in England and the establishment o such

places countenanced by the example of the monarens.
vocabulary of Commenius we see a rude rep-

resentation of a tennis court divided by a line stretched

n il middle, and the players standing on either side

with their rackets, ready to receive and return the ball,

which the rules of the game require to be stricken

urmgThe reign of Henry the Sixth, tennis did not
extent and with the war of the Red

flourish to any
Toward the latter endit languished.and Whi c Roses

this reign, however, it began to be more popular
0
At hat time, the historians tell us that the balls used in

undoubtedly, small, round ones made of
tennis w ere,
ron This seems strange, but is authenticated from

the 'fact that numerous entries were
.
found in Iron-

monger's books, which mentioned tennis balls.

The great French artist. Jacques Callot, etched
which bears the date of 1616.

and engraved a print
called "Le Miracle de Saint Mansuy.

The s b e S

scene is bv the side of a river and in the dis-

tance be seen Mont St. Michael. The saint IS

Drying back to life the prince's SOtl iwho has been
ball. The ball lies bytennisfrom al ed bv a blow

Se boys side and at his feet is a racket. It would

seem therefore, that as early as 1616 tennis was played

--tVSrf SV CHamberlam to S

Dudley Carleton, dated London Kbruary 12, 1611, a

of suicide is recorded.tranee cae
The eldest son of the Bishop of Bristol killed him-

self knife to avoid the disgrace of breeching
hV

a
his mother-in-la- I know not

mother (orbv
whether

I!

would, need have put him to, for losing his

money at tennis .

1(H) leet oi our uuai, wwh ivwv, ..v

threw the hook, or got away with a broken line. Fully
1,000 feet of our line was carried away, and several
rods and reels were smashed in the endeavors.

It was not until the fourth day of the angling, next
ceason, that I felt a strike. That fish was landed after
a struggle beginning at 11 :20 in the morning and end-

ing at 4:15 o'clock in the afternoon. For days my

arms were too strained to move them and my hands
were so lacerated they bled. The fish weighed 308

pounds.
Local annals and the fishing log at Santa Catalina

Island are full of stories of experiences from one to

eleven hours, from the actual hooking of the lish, until
it was dead at the side of the angler. Many an expert
angler has tried for davs to catch a swordhsh and

has abandoned the quest disheartened at ill success and

weariness. Many a person has spent several thousand
dollars in rods and reels, lines and veteran guides be-

fore landing the first ocean trophy.
Anglers come from all over the world purposely to

catch swordhsh at Santa Catalina Island The island
Channel Archipelago, which with its

is one of the
brother, San Clemente, is famous for the great hsh

to be caught there. Experts at the rod and reel have
all season, never to have their

been known to try one
efforts successful. Swordfish may be hooked all right,

but the skill is to land the creature It is the very

hardest and most skillful trick in angling. That s the

incentive to fishermen.
Swordfish vary from 90 to 430 pounds. The ma-

jority arc 250 pounders. There are two vane ies-- tlu

and the broadbill. About fifty marlins are
bought into Santa Catalina every year and about seven

faded Itiarita ftai
broadbills. Every one who has a

land a broadbill. The latter run
created an ambition to
from 60 to 150 pounds heavier than a marlin.

Men who have fished by rod and reel in wa ers

t ic world sav that there is angling

In that for swordnVh. Tuna and mUlloteUtd
to be considered as rating high among game tush, but

hat before swordii.h had ever been cauKh
was

and before angling club, adopted rules
rod and reel,
and regulations by which --wordnfhmg jJJ
complished by employing rtsman-hk- e n
The broadbill is the ugliest and most Pf, O
in the sea. The marlin comes a

fishermen call them the gladiators of atand
known tot Uptheir fighting quality was so well

fishermen d ar d r sk try
the past twenty years lias any

It n- - n 111swordliMi.mg to capture a iand rec
years that anything has been done by r ;

The catch was thought an impossibility. "jSS,r. ago. and angling by hand hue
Imagine what a rumpustoo dangerous. '",ramming straight at an angler,

can make bv hanflMany a
sword-lik- e nasal appendage.long, bony hold of the swora

has been cut bv an angler grasping
f Ldt8h "stows such athletic f

swordfish. Its leaps into the air
A swordhsh has btstrength and agility

in the course oi a WLap fifty times aside hook in
,m

dozen leaps in an endeavor to cast a
after the creatordonegills or mouth are commonly

feeU the angler's hook. ,
M!Kw jswordfish.forWhen outone goes swordh h. MO n

that fish. The bait is simp y or

set for no other variety. The bait 'OTrottdlhe
ten-pou- nd baracuda. The hook is
entrkUs of the bait and the mouth, '1

,rc
search starts in the water.are sewed shut. The

swordfish have been recently seen. he angler
WtuK

the end of a small boat and scans the howon
ab ov

the boat travels slowly. A dorsal fin a. pear,
Hu n

water and the boat is Carefully guided
locality. Swordfi h are wary Wecnmttancc
will not grab at bait un.hr doMv
The sight or hearing of a boat the
adroit circlings and detours, the bait is lraggen in

will be apt to seein.water where the swordfish
this is vainly continued for hours. iNary

,rA Vgt that the game to.
the line tells at the reel

struck at the bait as if to k. it.wrth ,t enon

snout. Lots of times the strike is the ena, tor

A d swordfish more than nine feet long, caught off Cata-

lina. It leaped 32 time from the water after it was hooked and

one hour and thirty minutes was required to land it.

fish is suspicious and gives no more heed. But if the

bait is right, the fish instantly jumps at the bait and

at one gulp swallows it and makes away with a ter-

rible pull on the line. Often the fish will sound fully

100 feet from the scene of the bait swallowing.

The fish knows that it is caught in some kind oi a

line and held by a pricking hook. Then begins evidence

of the skill of the angler. Every trick known to

swimming creatures is used in the creature s struggle to

free itself. Leaps from the water are common, often

a half dozen times while the fish tries to throw the

hook out by shaking the
.
gills The swordfish has a

wonderful way of emptying the stomach and thatjs
tried again and again until the angler grows

e Uhig out and drawing in the line seyera hundred
the line taut-- or aeffort to keepfeet m a strenuous

fish will snap the fine cord and escape.

Often a swordfish in its evolutions will en

itself in thousands of feet of hue and in its mad
the angler at hardest

efforts at extrication will keep

kind of work and constant watchfulness, holding an
Hundred of .chtautness.absolute and necessary

fichts have occurred tor hours. Main hae ttsiea
d five hours, and a few of them have con-tinn- ed

four a of the
all clay. It all depends upon the vitahty

gaTfany an angler has reeled in six hundred feet of line

he held the struggling jswordnsh tight
twenty
Other anSleri have followed the fish, four and Rye

it went swimming madlythe sea asn les ac o of the fish. Al-tl- u

hook firmly caught in the mouth
b towed a mile or two

most evcrHfe;nCdXI-tCti- the hardest kind of work
holdini 5 fi.h honrs" and at the same time watching

firm grip ot tut rt

athTfrJ and iSS are sore enough to

bC iTsttoea well, and the fish, by a thousand dex- -

tHe with gaff on a long7 ready abNtman f
oaken pi J I

by

bl0T,,an,dhHnCkthat angler.to a snortsman-lik- c

I sees Am iLSk Uk with that
.

long bony snout
as com.uercd victim

blood really knows that.

n ear v wnicr, l'vaw.. . -

tice of tennis, sayt that. hey have not been always what
Noeither in England or elsewhere.thev are now and complete, like

code of a game ever sprang perfect
thens from the brain of the inventor. If a game

deve oped
good for anything its laws grow an. are

before they rca.n
bv degrees, and many years elapse

cast in abe crystallized or
a point where they ean

PeTuastewh'nTenniS was introduced into America has
H we areet

been and still is. a debatable question.
Who the historians it was at an early date pe

to e
at the beginning of the eighteenth century. What-eveP- r

h
date be. however, the game of tenm,

the may of the most
flourished in this country and is today one

popular of outdoor sports.


